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Munich, no   doubt, still  kept the gaze   of  some
Ukrainians upon Germany, the more since, as they
say, they had hoped for help from the democracies
in vain.   And yet the rumours are persistent, and
indeed from Poland the news is precise, that March
1939 has caused a revulsion of feeling against Nazi
Germany among the Ukrainians as a whole.   The
backward peasantry of Ruthenia were perhaps the
easiest game in Europe for the Nazi propagandists;
they had habitually been polite to their masters,
whoever these might be, but they had inherited no
political tradition whatever to set against the Gleich-
schaltung quickly imposed upon them; the baiting of
Jewish shopkeepers and all the rest seemed well
enough to them.    But the Ukrainians of Eastern
Galicia had far more civilized traditions behind them,
and their co-operative movement alone was an achieve-
ment in practical democracy.   Some of them had all
along felt uneasy about the patronage of a totalitarian
and chauvinist Germany.   Early last winter a Polish
Ukrainian named Palnski publicly declared that "the
Ukrainians know very well Hitler's derogatory opinion
of the Slavs, including the Ukrainians; ... no one of
us has any ambitions," he stated, "to become the
menu for the German Herrenvolk" or to be the food
for the "Nordic Beast." x   After the flagrant destruc-
tion in March of the nominal independence of the
Czechs, Slavs with whom Ukrainians had often been
on good terms, it appears that feeling of this kind
had become dominant, and the bitter tension between
Poles and Ukrainians, which prevailed and indeed
grew in Poland during 1938, has been relaxed; in the
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